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Trend Worktop ZipBoltsKit & Tools Trend folding flush saw Kit & Tools

This pull saw features 
a folding blade for 
protection of  
its teeth

A flush saw can prove useful in the 
workshop as well as out on site for any 
work involving plugged holes. The old 

favourite of a sharp chisel, even when used with 
the bevel down to try and prevent any plugs 
from breaking off below the surface, isn’t a 100% 

▲ The blade folds in much the same as a pocket 
knife

Hot flush

	 The  Verdict
+ Very fast application; driver bit supplied
– You still need to get under the top to tighten 
them

Rating 
Typical price: £9.48 (pack of 3)
Length: 170mm long
Materials: alloy and zinc-plated steel
Web: www.trend-uk.com

	 The  Verdict
+ Replaceable blade, left- or right-hand use; 
folding design
– Can bind slightly in deeper cuts

Rating 
Typical price: £23.88 (spare blade £8.34
Blade length: 120mm
Teeth per inch: 22
Web: www.trend-uk.com

blades are prone to damage without a guard 
on the teeth.

Following a Japanese style of tooth pattern, 
this saw cuts on the pull stroke, and with a 
very fine 22tpi needle point profile, it’s not a 
blade that you’d want to re-sharpen; even 
though the teeth don’t appear to be hardened 
– the packaging states it’s a high-carbon steel 
– a look on the website indicates that they are 
impulse hardened so will retain the sharpness 
around five times longer than a conventional 
saw will.

Even with its specialist use there will of 
course become a time when the teeth will lose 
their bite, but Trend has covered that particular 
base with a simple-to-replace blade; with two 
locking positions once opened, it will get into 
tighter spots easily.

Some other flush saws have set on one side 
to allow them to cut without binding, but that 
limits them to cutting into the work from one 
side and invariably that means a right-handed 
approach; Trend’s version, however, has a 
non-set blade for use in any direction so is ideal 
for left- or right-handers, and of course with no 
set to damage the surface it runs against, it 
does a fine job, cutting very sweetly.

I did try it on a bigger plug of 35mm 
diameter and it did bind slightly; but any saw 
will bind in a cut without set, so it’s better for 
smaller plugs to cover screws and such like of 
around 13mm rather than the bigger 
diameters, although if you have the option, 
attacking bigger stuff from all sides will 
alleviate the binding to a decent extent.

Conclusion
Although a pricier option than a fixed-blade 
type, with the replaceable blade as well as the 
folding design it is one that does a great job as 
well as outlasting the fixed-blade versions.

▲ You can use the blade in the straight 
position…

▲ …or cranked back, ideal for working into a 
tighter area

▲ The blade is very flexible to allow it to cut 
flush

▲ The result leads to the rapid achievement of a 
perfect joint

▲ Once routed the bolts are easily tightened 
with a battery driver

▲ The saw strips down fore blade replacement 
as needed

guarantee of success, whereas a flush saw will 
always cut, as the name suggests, flush.

Trend’s nifty version utilises a folding blade 
so that the teeth are fully protected when it’s 
in storage – unlike traditional blades that are 
fixed into a wooden handle, and such delicate 

Having fitted more 
worktops than I care to 
remember, I know only 

too well that it is always tricky 
getting under the top to 
tighten the bolts. 
Invariably the spanner 
slips or you have to be a 
contortionist to get into the 
cupboard below while having 
constantly to check the top 
surface for alignment. Trend’s 
Worktop ZipBolts don’t eliminate the 
acrobatics but they do speed up the 
connection as well as making it a whole lot 
easier into the bargain.

The bolts are supplied with a 5mm hex 
driver bit with a standard 1⁄4in hex fitting so 
one can go directly into an impact driver or  
drill chuck.

The ZipBolt locates snugly, allowing you to 
push up against it while it is in the routed slots, 
so ensuring a good connection before pulling 
the trigger. Gearing within the alloy head spins 
the shank of the bolt and pulls the free end up 
to the shoulder of the router recess. If you have 
long-enough arms you can reach in under the 
top and tighten the bolts without getting 
below, but ideally they are easier to position by 
getting under.

Once they start to engage it’s easy to tweak 
each bolt so it just nips enough to allow you to 
tap the joint around until you achieve a perfect 
fit, and then fully tighten it.

It takes a matter of seconds to fit and 
tighten a bolt into the recess once it’s routed, 
making these bolts an absolute must if you fit 
regularly or even just as a one-off.

I’m now going to cost these into the next 
worktop job I have to do as they are such  
a boon!

Conclusion
At around three quid each they aren’t as cheap 
as the standard ‘dog bone’ bolts, but with 
kitchen fitting costing hundreds of pounds, 
factoring these into the equation makes 
economic sense.

Workshop wizards
Anything that keeps Andy from 
crouching uncomfortably in 
cupboards for ages has  
to be a good thing…


