TREND T5 ROUTER @@ KIT & TOOLS

PHOTOGRAPHE BY GMCANTHOMNY DARLEY

Trend TS

Anthony Bailey eagerly gets a hold of a
reissue of Trend's absolute classic router

he T5 has gone through
severil revisions improving
its handling and safery, this

is | think version number three. Is it
better or more of the same?

The existing T5 models consist of
the ‘basic’ version at 850 watts with
a simple shielded push up and down
switch ‘ELU" stvle (the now defunct
but respected brand of router on
which newer ‘clone’ models are

bhased) and the “safery switch™ Mark 2
version that is more suited o router
tible mounting. So this is the TSE
Version 2.0, slightly confused, like me?
The first crucial item is the 1010watt
motor that has been shochorned
into the same size casing giving i
significant power boost 1o an already
powerful machine. It is of course
electronically controlled giving even
speed under load as well as speed
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AT A GLANCE

B Sturdy, yet easy to wield
M Excellent value for money

THE NUMBERS

B Model: TRE V2.0

B Input power: 1010 watts

B No-load speeds : 9-27,000rpm
B Standard collets: %", 8mm

B Max cutter size: 40mm

W Weight: 3kg

M Supplied with: Spanner,
guide bush, trammel point ,
straight fence, dust spout

WHERE TO BUY

B Manufacturer: Trend Machinery
W Tel: 0800 487363
W Web: www.trend-uk.com

5 STAR RATING
VALUE FOR MONEY % % %
PERFORMANCE % % %
BUILD QUALITY e s ok
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The T5 is accompanied with guide bush,
wrench and extractor port
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selection [or dilferent size cutters or
ypes « s material.

The next change is the switch which
compared W previous versions is
comparatively small and is shaped to a
shallow tip which seemed on first rrying
in the office, tw be a linde awkward,
However when 1 started using the TS
in the workshop on an actal job it was
natural enough although a fingernail tp
helps to operate it

The spindle lock is a much more
solid sophisticated affair with a large
red ‘dished’ push button to operate it
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The extraction port slots in easily
from either side

The two grip knobs now sport
rubber coating much the way that
somany powertools do today, This
eliminates a long standing but minor
irritant of the ridge-line moulding on
the shiny knobs caused by the mould
where it's closed during manufacture,

The fence assembly has a lot more
flar casting designed o ury and contain
dust under the machine rather than
ejecting our at all ar the fence side.

Speaking of extraction. since the
beginning the dust spout could only
be clipped in from one side, now with

All the knobs and switches are easy to
use, and the components are of a good
quality finish
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a casting alteration vou can now choose
either side. The plastic clips firmly into
position and can be released with a bit
of pressure from the side perhaps using
an implement like a screwdriver 1o
apply enough force,

A last but significant little fearure
is the speed thumbwheel which now
projects enough so that it is easier to
turn than before,

On Test
The speed pick up seemed quicker
than carly versions which had an
inordinate delay it scemed, until
running specd was reached. Noise was
acceptable and bandling very much as
before, the questionable switch
shape didn't bother me during
use, in fact [ didn’t think

about it 5o it obviously wasn't

a real issue. Power hasn't seemed
a problem before however the
increase in motor size will benefit
anyone using larger cutters on
8mm shanks. The ability to swap
sidles with the extraction spout
solved a long standing irritation
for me. The fence rods
seemed a bit short
although they are the
same length as on
the old T5. 1 would

prefer them to be longer though, as
there are times when a greater degree
of reach is useful especially with two
fences when mortising. The simple,
easy (o ‘drop our and lose’ depth

rod seems basic by today’s standards
and depth setting is therefore rather
inaccurate unless you have something
of a known thickness like a drill shank
that you can place berween the rod and
the depth et to get a precise plunge.

Conclusion

A good, powerful and workmanlike if
slightly basic machine that is suited 1o
both home and trade use, very versatile
and backed by a huge range of cutters
and accessories from Trend. W

The fence assembly is
machined to an equally high
standard of construction
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| Easy to adjust and hard
wearing, the fence allows
for accurate and fast
routing
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