STLIART LAWECH

Stuart Lawson
weighs up the
long-awaited
Professional
Router Table
from Trend

recoive as many lellers reguesting

addvice aboot rooter talles as 1 do

remters, Whereas many readers ane

prepared g0 part owith. a ladrly
signilicant sum of money for a decent
rauger, they alten by the cheapest table
available, They recognise the lmpertance
ol the table bor segard shelling oot
several huwndead pounds lor an abowe
average model as a rarther painful
experscs Pabnlul frmay be, bot it weald
be Tobly to think thar the speafity of e
talde mateers less than the router,

This is the Tirst table [ have tested Lo
the magazine, partly becavse the vaste
roatjurity of my worksboge life was speng
waling splodbe rvoulbers and Wadkin
overhend routers rather that a oot
talle. However, Tremid's Professional
Ronuter Table §more coammonly relereed 1o
as the PR looked so proanising that
ey Tewould have o iest il meysell 1o
(inel ont fts real waloe e the average
TAULCE-5eT,

With the exception of the legs,
that need to be fitted to the
tahle (undess of cowrse you
Intend to use it as a bench-top
tablel, and the fence, that
needs connecting o the main
body. thers is no other
assembly work, The bed and
insert plate are made frarm
very substantial aluminium
gxtrusions (Bmm) which bed
tidily into a pressed and
welded steel frame, the
combination ef which produce
the most 'solid feeling' extrisded
table | have ever come aCross.
The |egs are very rigid in their
heusings so the amaount of
'walk" caused by a twisting
frarme is negligibia,

FHOTOOFASE Hall Y OALANRTHONT BARLE T

FENCE AND GUARD ASSEMBLY

O bwv-cost moaier gable sei-ups  the
lence and guard assembly is psaally
sitbeiandard thriagh restricnedd
adjustiment  pessibilitics or  simple
difficidtics In making fine positional
clanpes. Mot sothe PRT which las a
siibatantinl cast-nlomitinm  cXIFacLlon
lence block amid extmoded aleminiom
[ences (there isn't a picce ol MODTF in
gightd, wiving the whole asseimbly a
gennine professonal feel,

The guard assembly and the vertical
pressure finger comle slide neatly asnd
cleverly indera :-'.'|.I.||:|;..'|.||-.|I sectlon ibe on
the 1op of the ‘bleck’, This (hen pivals up
to reveal the cutter. 1 was slphely
suspicioizs ol e fact that this assembly
[ixes Indirectly to the blik via one
central threadend Gximg which [ presunsed
wonhd pivel rather than leck, Hwever
sinee il is possible to secore the goand
asgemibly so firmly there is nothing o
worry abont when machiming,
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FENCE

[t would have been uselul e have
indepenslently adjostable parts of the
fimee b avcaunt for fully profiled edges,
althgh [ auess that some double-sided
slicky tagee and same thin sheet materdal
woukl do the jnh,

HOLD-DOWNS

The harieanital pressure finpgers slide L
e profiledd top with abour 70min of
aljustimenl in each position. These work
A well as any I have experienced and in
combination witly the particulardy smooth
anerdized 1able, naake Tor an easy mde,

POLYCARBONATE GUARD

The vertical adjustment ol this suard
i i||-:|-:'|l|.':|.|'.’|'.'|| Irorm that of 1he vertical
pressune lingers but despite relving
on the same [ixing hamdle, neither
really obstructs the other The whale
desipn of this puard and heaeld-doaven is

The guard, Insort rings, miltre fenca
and lead-on pin

Just abour perfect and works a freat,

being  both safe amnd rasy 19 wse: |
iagine that peolessional users may
cven Xecp e guarcd on D owhich would
be most unssual

The thickness of the goard's
pedvearbiomate and the fce daat s oot juse
a ol seprene or acrvlic means tha it
really will do the job Tor which [t seas
icntenen] = prodecring the user Ome word of
ardvioe is 10 take as goesl care of this plasiic
guand as vour would a speciace lens, 11 will
seraleh very easily and be more [ ely (o
hinder the user if not cared for properly.

MITRE FENCE

The mitte lence slides into the table o9
profile in the usual manner and s veny
smnnih minning, As @ base 1o; |I||.I'.=Iill:.:
jizs et v s perfectly adequace §in swoukd
e advanrageous 10 add a leeamade
lenee extensian and oand sappaert to the
sliding carriage in order 1o machine

The guard plus the vertical and
horizental pressure fingers in place

TESTI

The fixed short legs maan
that It ean be usod as a
bench-top machina

largey workpiedes). As with the fence-
meearing scales, the angle scale on the
mitre fence i fully adjustable. A locking
plo sl then glve @ true 90 every time,

ADJUSTMENTS
Thee fenvce block bas four [xing pesitons
and  approgimately  d0mny ol ravel
within each setting. The quick-release
loe knebs mean that changeover £
quick amd easy and (ine  adjusimcnls
withinm each position are the same,

Irre’t forget fo also order a fine helgha-
adjuster since this docsn’t come as
standard and will annoy the Bell ot of
anyone wio alter spending all thai
ey gels home e find our thes
haven’l g one.

1 Ta®
Unusually the oouter inscst plate s
accaally the wlsle middle section of the

Llable. This is a little engainly when vou

The guard assembly 1ifted by tho
pivoting rectangular section tube
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The measuring scales are fully adjustable Profiling using the pressure fingers

a have a 6.5k Bosch fived b e Dot once in (T
place in all makes perfect sense. Foug NG FREEHAND ? 7

Lt locking screws regpuire a guaick hall-

turm fo lock tlae plate dino posiion Template routing ks possible
By oo i Alee router Cable to il will the attachment of a lead:
upplicd YR cioouit. swiiching on and on guide pin (which is
ofl is madde vasy and sale, 1 you don'i supplied) but there i also e |
e a Treaud rowter you will need to deill opklan of using the copy
sogne bales dn ehie dnsen plate and aciguine fallawer sccessory. It costs a
s sorewa.  Chieck with Tremal®s further £40 but for safely’s
texhinical degu irtient 35 o owliag o will sake | weuld senoirily contides !
moced for your maachine, buylng one if you are planning
Whatever you have 1 do van can be on using tomplates, 1 will iry 1o |
gutamantesd taat iowill be stralghilonvard get hald of ane and fest it in
and il certainly shouldn'y deter anvone next ssue's ‘Stuff" section,
Frosm buving vk o asty other iooder table & _I

Although not that eheap, in rmy opinion the PRT offers professional and
amateur routerusers a great deal for their maney. You could spend mare
and get a slightly better table but the only thing the PRT really lacks Is a
router ralsing device. As this would “up the cost significantty, many users
wolld conshder it an unnecessany luury,

Trend has got this table just right both in terms of quality and pitch. It is Insert rings |
mandfactured to an extremely high standard and functions very well MNVE swilch |
indeed, 30 much so that apart from the lack of fence adjustment | could Mitre fence
rok fault It In any meaningful way. £440* s a lot of manay but the only Finger pressures
alternative way to get all this for less Is to make your own table, Lead-sn pin |

I will certainly foel bereft when it is tme to send it Back bo Watlord, } Push stick i

I |: I 1 ] o |
SR e OB BN For futhet information
H'Elﬂll-'lu'l'l'l.h IEEE R M BB R AR A RERE R FREE R A Ty E30mm Fr.‘:;:l: i
Riuter cutber aperture ... R R R R YT T
ISert T B2V o reremre e rsrmsenone 20, 35, 54 and G8mm dia. | Uit o
Back Fence Mefght ... oo oo, Nt 110mm | eeear I |
DUk SDOUE ADETIUIS ey sieses e s iae o S57mm dia - : ! '
PRICE 1vvvverrern E440,63 (e VAT) (Special offer until 31/12/03 =£349,00) | [Rairendmachieny.co. (i et
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