The
latest
prociuct
o be

. aclded
sl o
Trend's extensive
range is the
Frofessional Router
Table. Ron Fox
tries it out to ses ifit
ives up to its name

The new PRT rouler Lable
fram Trend was previewed in
ther last issue of Bouting and
looked good. We have now
had the chance 1o put i
through its paces to see if i
lives up Lo its promise,

Main features

® It is all metal, with a lop
mesasuring G0 x 550mm,
standing 830mm high in
Hooestanding mode, hut also
capable of being mounted
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an a wark bench on ils faur
jixed shorl legs.

@ The alloy tap is in three
exbrucled coctions, The lwo
outer ones are (ixed but the
middle one is removalile,
held Iy four cam screws,
This enabiles it to be lifted
aut e mount the rooler and,
it necessary, to change an
awhwanl cutler.

@ The middle section is
clrilleel with the three
standared EDT holes for
mounting the router. This
cnables a wide range of
models to be used withouw
any drilling by the user. Apart
irom the Trend T3, T3, and
T9, numerous olther models
with the same base fixing
holes can be fitled. Some of
these arc listed in tho lox
Belone, Many othor models
can be fitted by re-drilling the
insert plate or router base,

@ The cutler aperture is
D i diameter, allowing
the table 10 accept all but

the very largest cutlers,
Plastic reducing rings bring
the aperture down o GEmm,
Sdmm, 25mm, and 20mm
for smaller cutters,

@ The table comes fully
specified with adjustable
ience, clear plastic guard,
vertical and horizontal

e fully eqeipped tildde

pressure guarcls, milre fence,
lead-in pin, NVE switch and
pushe-stick. Very little
assembly is roguirecd.

Phota 2 shiowes the Tully
cquipped tahle as suppliced,
with all the guards, mitre
fence, reducing rings and
MVE switch,
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The cdge of a board being neowlded ag part of a built-up comgraurd groedding
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Routers used

We used the Trond TS and
T4 for most of our lesting,
bul we also used the
Ieviall 625, Mine s fitled
with the Rouler Raizor, but
we thought we'd belter nol
drill a %in hole for he
winding handle in the top
of a review table, We were,
though, able 1o use all three
of the above roulers with
Ihe PlungeBars, which
make depth seiting and
cutler changing very much
easior in a tahle, Two of the
three, the TS and DW 625
could he fitted to the centre
plate and lowered into the
fable with the PlungeBars
Ftted, With the 79,
howvover, the size of Lhe
parlicular stvle PlungeBar
necessitated fitting the
router fram belowe, with the
centre plate already in
position. Photo 3 shows the
T3, complete with
FlungeBar being lowered
il the table.

Dust extraction

The hack of the fence casling
has a dust take-off por
S8mm in diamoeter. This is
bigger than the normal
extractor hose and the
mstruclion manual shows an
Adaplor as an accessory. We,
however, made our own
fram an acrasol cap
reinforced with a ring cut
irom 18mm MDF Photo 4
shows a rear view of the
tence casling with 1he
extractor connecled lny
means of the home-made
adaptar,

COMPATIBLE

ROUTERS

Basch 16001700
ChT 1E

De\walt 613, 615, 621,
625

Elu 96, 97, 177

tlakita RPO910, 1T110C

TEST

The tesis

W hegan our lests Dy
checking the top for flatness
and the fence for alignment
and verticality 1o the tahle
surface. The top was
acceplably tlat except tor the
tront right-hand corner,
which was low. We
laosened two nuts and
lewelled it as best we could
Bt it looked as though it
might have suifered a blowe
or been dropped in lransit.
Clnce adjusted, however,
performance did nol seem 1o
be affectedd.

The fence consists of bwo
slicling alloy extrusions
mounted on a cast metal
carrier. We were pleased (o
see that they were accurately
aligned when tested with a
straighl edge. When tested
with an engineer’s scquare,
however, the top leancd back
very slightly, This would not
affect edge-moulding of
haards ete., but could atfect
aperations such as verlical
panel raising. Shimming the
tops of the two sliding
components with coarse
abrasive paper cured the
prablem without affecting the
alignment of the fence,

There is no adjustrent far
moving the out-feed fence
forward or the in-feed lence
back for operations such as
edpe-planing or full-dace
moulding a board, but i
would be easy o shim the
out-teed fence with a piece
of laminate or venger to
achieve the desired effect.

The fence extrusions have
beerr T-alats in them, one
along the top and one along
the verical face. These are
very usetul for mounting
slop-Ilocks or false fences
for particular operations. An
example is shown in Photo
8§, where a zero-clearance
avxiliany fence is fitted for
ratsing a panel with a
vertical cutler.

Twar scales are fitted to
the table tap, one at each
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A haard being siolted tor biscut! folating, Note the wiite verifoal Uees on fhe
Ok plastée feevce deing, fo naack the St of Bee ol

A seribiod door el boing prefiled 1o take e cdee of the panc!

A rectaspetar paeel heing eaised with @ vertical panel rafsiog cutter, Nofe the
auxiliaey fonce and the use of a safely posh ock
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cnel aof the table, The
purpose of these is
presumably to help adjust
the tence forward and back,
but their value is reduced
lecause the tence does nol
exlend to the ends of the
table top so the scales hawve
1o be used in conjunction
with a straight edge.

With the fine tuning done
we applied our vsual range
of teat cute to the bl

Edge moulding

This is one of the basic table
aperations and is shown in
Photo 3. The moulding was
lor form part of a huilt-up
compound moulding for a
carnice, This is one of
severdl fechnigues, shown in
the photos, 1o be teatured in
future arlicles,

Biscuit jointing

Phole 6 shows a board bemg

slotted ta make up a wider
panel. We are using a Trend
slotler fitteel with the
appropriale bearing Lo
contral the depth of the slot.
With a fable it is not
essenlial to have a bearing
on the culter, the fence
coplrols the 1'|{-.~j‘1|f‘r of 1he F..Jf:lL
but if the bearing is alreachy
on there is no point in
removing it The lence 1s
aligne! with the front of the
bearing with a straight cdge
and gives a sort of “helt and
braces’ effect,

Naote that, with the black
plastic edeings (o the fence
extrusions, the limits of the
slot can be marked with a
suitalile wax pencil. Note
also that the plastic ouard has
been raised (or the purposes
of photographic clarily.

Door framing

Pholo 7 shows a door rail,
which has already been
scribed, being profiled to
lake the cdge of the rased
panel. Mote the overhead
plastic guard and horizontal
pressure guard,

Panel raising

Photo 8 shows a reclansular
panel being raised with a
vertical panel raising cutler,
This type of panel raiser can
only he used with
rectangular workpicoes,
curved and arched panels
require a harizontal bearing-
auided panel raiser to tollow
the shape,

For this job wae fitted a
simple auxiliary fence of
9mm MOE This was
altached 1o the fence by
means of e Gimm
countersunk machine
screwes and nuls running in
the T-slat in the face of the
tence extrusions. We
normally vse thicker MIODF
than this, bt the
posihoning syslem of the
fence on the table top did
not permit bicker material.
This kind of fence is usually
called a “zero-clearance’
fence because its aperture
closely malches the shape
of the culter and gives much
hetler supparl 1o the
workpiece both in the
verlical plane ancd on either
sicle of the cut, After
roughing cul the shape the
iinal aperture is matle by
jitting the auxiliary fence 1o
the table fence and caretully
culting through the MDODE
wilh the aclual cutter,

Mitring board ends

Photo 9 shows the ends of a
boex sicle heing mitred. The
mulre fence is used to guide
the workpicce past the
cutter. A batten is screwed to
the mitre fence o give
proater supparl 1o e
workpiece and to prevent
bireakoul, The scales at each
end of the table, used with a
straight edge help keep the
lence perfectly parallel with
the mitre tence slol.

Miniature mouldings
Photo 10 shows a minature
cutter being used to rout a
oth scale sash moulding,
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A mintature cetter Dofmy weed 2o roct o 121200 seals sxsh mouleing

®

A hase pattere in MOF being mipcde for the Baseh 2000 rauler
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made v machining the
codges of a small hoard and
parting off the moulding. A
simple auxiliary fence is
taped 1o the table fence
with an aperlure cul 1o
match the cutter eing used.
Several lengths of
completed moulding can be
seen in the foregroundd.

Pattern routing

Photo 11 shows a base
pattern in MEF being maide
for the Bosch 200H) router,
The tabsle fence is romovedd
and the lead-in gin ditled 1o
Frace the workpiece al the
start of the cut, The roughecd-
out workpiece is brought 1o
the exact shapes af the plastic
ronter base with a flush-
Lrimening cutter

With this ivpe ol cutling, the
lahle fence is removed and,
with moal tabiles, this means
that guarcls and dust
extraction are lost. | am
therelore using my home-
miacde guardfextractor take-
olf for the cut. | macle this for
my home-made outer lable
but it happens to clanp
firendy o the PFRT. The dust
extraction with MOF is
remarkably effoctive but |
would not do this kind of jols
without full facial protection
L clust mask and gogules,
plus ear defenders.

TEST

Accessaries

The table is pretty
comprehensive a5 1 comes,
Bt one accessory is listeed in
the instruction manual, This
s copy-Tollowing
attachment which enables
paltern work or edge
moulding to be carried out
with unguided ¢, non
bearing-guided, culters. The
altachment comes with a
vertically mounted brush
and extractor 1ake-all @
provide exlraction when in
uses, We did nal have one
[or reviewy 50 cannal
comment on ils etficiency.

| MORE INFORMATION |

Cost

The catalogue price is
C375 plus VAT, but the
PRT is currently available
for £349.99 incl. VAT as
part of Trend's 'Back ta
the workshop’ winter
promotion. Contact your
dealer for details.

Contact

Trend

Tel: 000 287363
wwwtrendmachineny.co.uk

. VERDICT

The PRT lives up to its promise pretty well. After a
little fine tuning, mentioned above, we found it coping
very well with jobs ranging from panel raising to
miniature mouldings. The removable centre section of
the top makes it very easy to install and remaove the
router, and the 8mm thickness of the extrusion makes it
unlikely that you will ever need a collet extension.

The table is quite light, although it stands firmly,
and can be further lightened by removing the centre
section of the top, complete with router, for
portability. At least one of my recent students went
away with the intenticn of buying this table because he
can take it out of his garage mare easily than creating
space by remaving the trailer he Keeps there.

With a full specification, portability, and user-
friendliness, the PRT must rank among the top
commercial tables currently available - and at street
price it is less expensive than some.
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