Trend DC400 dovetail centre

he dovetzll joint seems 1o
hava bacorne the signa-

ture of good crattsman-
ship. In some ways it is a little
difficuls to ses why; for it main-
ly invohves sawing, choooing
zrid paring Lo a s2ries of care-
fully marxed nes. Howewer,
arrors are difficult 1o mask and
even the siiohiest mistake will
stand oul like a boacon draw-
ing Lhe cbsarvers ayes 1011

Dizappointingly, and mavbe
a tad unfairly, it doesn't matter
thai all the other covetails
nave been workad maticu-
loushy well, @5 the linishad
project will be inevitably tar-
mished by that cne codgy tail
and/or pin,

A5 3 Cconsegquence, and the
lact thal dovetail oints are
rather time consuming o pro-
duce, dovelail jigs are a popu-
lar aliernative to tradificnal
hard toal methods, Many jigs
ars capable of only producing
equally spaced pins and zails.

These tand o ke small and
chyviously manufactured with
mechanical aid, bul some jigs
enable dovetail joints (o be
produced with differing sizes
of Lails and pins.

To the layman, the dovets
joinls cut wilh the latler maore
elabarate tvpes of jig may be
much more gifficult to differ-
entiate from hand worked
onas. And this new Trend

The dovetail centre may be attached 1o a warkbench

or, ltke here, clamped to a workmate, The Trend T5
router (nat supplied) is an ideal partner ta the jig

(2400 Dovetail Centre is one
of these useful tvpes of jigs.

Jig Unit

The DC400 is a neat and com-
sact unit. That saicl, it is surgris-
ingly haawy for its size and this
is due to its robust almaost all-
metal construction, It is of
Canadian design ana has
zeen manufaciured superily
well,

In essence, the jig works on
a system of intarchangeable
guide fingers that enable a
routar fitted with a guide bush
and cutter arrangement (o fol-
Iz, These fingers are inter-
changeable o enabla vou 1o
procuce through and lapped
dovetail joints.

Finger [comb/box) joints
miay also be cut and more
advance techniguas may he
tackled [socme requiring the
dRpoorate aCCessaries; such
as, rebated dravear lronts, shad-
ow Through covetalls, housing
jimts, angled doverails atc,

The jig houses clamping
bars that can sacurely hold
work horizonially (for when
cutting lapped deovetall pins)
and one of bwo vertical se1-
tings (for when cutting lzppad
dovetail 1ails and through
dovvetail pins and tailsh & knek:
fits one of the two sockets for
each bar that operaes the
rack and pinion clamping

48 Tradiiona! Woodworking JUNE 2003

rrechanism, This systam works
weonderfully smoothly and
promotes an evan clampging
action, Each of the bars has
Fac ar abrasive strip aoplied
to help keep the work in posi-
tian, and avoid slippage, whilst
it is being clampes.

I'he excellent user manual
lustrates plars for making a
sub Base from MDEF or ply-
wood.

Rolts are supplied for
attaching the sub base 1o the
jig and so enales it o be
tempaorarily clamped to a
warkbench or work mate,
Alternatively, the jig may be
directly pench mounted and
this may e & Detlar salution
for very frequent usage.

_‘H;I-_l Lk ) 1 i " |

Tapered fingers are used to help rout
' through dovetail pins

Clicking fingers

Tha jig is supplied with 1nree
tyas of plastic quids finger: &
for cutting tails, 9 for cuiting
apped pins and 9 for rauting
I pins For througn dovetails,
The 1op ef tha jig housas two
alumirium guida rgils, The fin-
qars may be positioned 2long
the resr rail and are spaced
accorcing (o the desirad
tail/pin arrangament, The rail
ellows the fingers o be
clicked in to place in 3mm
increments.

Fitting esch finger iz f&irly
straightforward, they are pre-
sented o the rail at a slight
angle and clicked into glace,
Although they are simole o
removi, once the fingers are
clickec homs they prove 1o fir
very securely indead,

Fach oin has a central indi-
cation mark that corgspands
with reference marks that ara
pencilled onto the surfacs of
the guide rail.

These marks enable the fin-
gers 1o ke swapped and posi-
tioned exactly rightly for the
machining of the mating
WIDMK OIS,

All traces of the panail
rarks may be reagily removed
with a reqular eraser when not
required.

Cach set of ning guide fin-
gars enables & good number
af pindtall spacings along the
guide rail. The jig can nold
work of Bmm - 25mm in thick-
ness and uo 1o just shy of
4 10mm inowidith. This shauld
accommodztie a gocd range
of waorl, but not large boxes,
chests and carcasses.




The plastic followver [ % .
fingers simply clickug fit *n
at Imm intervals alongle
guide rall

Lapped dovetails
Due to the finger guide sys-
tem, S2Ing out the spacing of
the pinsails is simple, IF it
doesn’t look visually right
once the workis clamped in
olace, simply unclick the fin-
GErs & 11y acain - it takes just 2
matter of seconds 1o do!
Producing these joints is 2 lit-
tle tricky at first.

The user manual wisely rec-
armmends a fow trial joints 1o
find the correct cutter capth
setiing. & rautern with a fing
height adjuster is a raal Loon
for this, but | managed gretty
well Witnout one,

That sz2id, my first lapped
dovelail joint wasnt quite sat-
istactony but after adjusting
the cutter height my second
turned out 10 be just about
aerfect - not too tight and
nol to0 logse. Syre, the joint
suffersd from a little spliy ur,
but grecautions can be taken
o rminimise this.

The router sits vary siable
an the guide rails and the
quide bush iemplate supphea
movas fairly smoothhy arcund
the finger guides.

One notable drawback is
that the base of the router
almost eniirely obscures the
ningers they are sitling on, 5o
obtaining & good view of the
cutiing action is difficult
vnless yvou bend down and
sguint through the front plas-
tic window - which is a tad
anrmand.

However, once you
Tecome more convensant
with the jig, your canfidenc
grows and you an Lrust that
ihe guide bush will correctly
locate with the desired part of
the finger guides each time.

Arange of different sized
aeeessory dovetal cutiersis

availzable 1o accommodate dil-
ferent thickness of work, Oniy
one dovetail cutter is supplied
2% standard with the [ig, 50 you
really will nave 1o budget for
an extra fow if you ervisage
undenaking a variety of work.

Through dovetails
Compared with cutting
lepeed aovetails, producing
through dovetails is very
straighiforward! My fisst
throuch dovetail jgin proved
oleasing satisfaciory and su-
sequent ones became better,
and quickes 10 produce, 1he
mcre | did,

One noe of caution
thaugly, particularly when
working hardweods, is 1o gen-
thy nibble’ away the waste
wiood and not charge around
the finger guides in one go.
Coing the Iatier anpears 10
put oo much load on the cut-
1er anc negates a smooth out-
ting action.

A straight cutier is ysed o
aroduce the gins and a dove-
&l cuttar routs the tails. A
rare of accessony dovatail
cutiers alows the cetier of
most approgriate lengih anc
angle 10 match the thicknoss
of o

Accessary guide fingars are
avalable of differing profiles
that enatle pins of varying
angles 1o be produced and 30
complement the range of
clovetail cutlers.

Conclusicon
Serting up and getting o
tricey Tne DC400 takes a hitle
fime,

Howeewes it is time well
spent and after half a day you
shoulg e groducing straight-

Securing the work in the jig is
stralghtforward thanks to an
excellent clamping mechanism

forward lapoed and through
coveiails pretty well. Tréng
offers a plethora of acces-
sorips, which are o0 numer-
ous [0 mention here,
Howwewver, the dusi collec-
1on sel is well worth purchas-
ing and warking without it

st oo pleasant or practical,
The DCA0G Is a lovely item of
reuting kil, but is expensive.

Even though it is of sound
gdesign and construction its
price renders it only a Hargain
for those who envisage cut-
ting a lot of dovetails,

A good jig capable of producing good joints; but at a price
£352.44 inc VAT

(not full range) Accessory Kit: £223.19

(comprises: waste collector set, cable support, guide finger

sets for 9°, 11°, 14° and 20° dovetails and seven piece cutter
set and housing template)

Optional Cutters from £18.74
Set of seven cutters: £117.44

Trend:; 0800 487363

www.trendmachinery.co.uk
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