John Bullar
looks at the
latest ‘Trend’
for dovetails —

the DC400
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Ta start with, the instruction
manwal is exceflent (and |
certainly needed it to bel) being
cloarly writien and well
illustrated. After the initial sob-
up it phees a simpde cverview of
each jelnk and then takes you
step by step though the
procedure to make it. While it
takes you logically through every
slape, you can, if you wani to,
hop between sections.

The DEAMD is manufactured
bo tight tolerances in imperial
dimensions.

Dan’t forpet that if you've got
any technical gueries reganding
the specifications or set-up of
this or amy other Trend product,
Ehesir excellent technical
department will be on hand o
answer your questions.

The DCA00 complete
with guides, cutters,
and aptional waste extraction

THE ROUTER / TREND SUPPLEMENT

rend calls his mew R0 a maalti
[unctbonal dovelail centre amd i
cefainly s&ems o have  mAre

functions up its skeeve than your
average jlg. As well as through and
lapped  dovetalls, Both with variable
SpACIng,. you il Cuk skhewied |IIII'|l‘\-.
shadmy jodnis, nebates amd acconding o
e \.|:|I|1|';.'|'H._ even more, [E also cosls a
fair it exira comparsd with previous
Trenl odlerinmgs, so what exactlhy do you
el lor your money

The body ol the Jig 15 a chumnky, k-
shaped vice. Made from steel and alkboy it
1% |.\_',|u.|_|1;|||,:|':.' heEa VY In 2 smarl hlack
and zibver [t contains horizontal and
vertical clamps with left and right-hand
drives, :.;l_'.'|||_'|_‘| I||::|."'I:.'I|'I for JL
i||'_|1||_"~\.-«.|'. .;_'|':.' SIMEEH |'-.:|r.|||-:'| actioa, The
[ |.|;|||F| fa0es have grity surfaces T _.:i".'l.' i’
firm grip with moderate pressure,

Aal |;_:_::|_' It~ Kk ||_'| RIS 40 b dlrive anal

rermoves [or wnobsiructed I'|'.II|\.i|'|:|:. Il s, -



Clamping down the baseboard

herwever sk and [ can't help fecling thae
a crank handle would have been better
Wil the optianal waste colbector (iLned,
the basdy acts as an efflicient dust
oollection chamber with a removable Clear
{ront windowy: Fittings are provided lor a
dust extracior or vaouam cleamner hose,
clamips is a metlal guide rail
o clip imdlisvddual pin and 1ail

Al

Nk ek ||_':'I

h'll:-\.l-,"h. Thi guide rail las a serbes of [ne

Urtil it came to fitting them! But a
few adjustments put them right

Fitting the guides

indexing holes along s kength o locale
the guides in incremental positions
Nscse 1t ML choose the spacing 1or a
devverail pattern. The guldes themselves
are neatly made from hard plastic with
piny little innegral clips moulded into

heern, I B8 necessary 1o swap guldes each

AR ALATAb] jEins. Lo pabls and vice-

Lirme yoLl
wered, w0 these clips will see a ot of action

in a busy workshop. 1 could see the

The first talls look OK

Measure and record the successful
lapped tail depth

Marking the gulde position on a
recessed ledge

guides becoming a bit ol a consumabie
iterm and think it woaild e necessanry 1o
Keep some spare guides in case ol
breakages, Once locked in place the
guides were very sedure

4 sieel cable support post comes as
standard and i1 needed a Bt of Bending

to secure Lhe moanter cable

| was keen 1o gel stuck in with the

i [rusirating to find

THCA0H0 50 i was a
that before doing anything ¢lse you necd
i Ninadd wourself a sheet of plywood or
MDFE cut and drill i1 as a baselsoard,
screw B0 to the jig body. gel some G

clamps anc [ix it W your bench 1 would
have thoughi the jig"s emd castings could
casily have boen supgelied with lugs [or

the PHINPROSE — T Better still il the Jif} CAImeE
Coarinlene swalh 10s anaT |_'|.":|'|!|'l'.

Havimng sald that, onoe the l\lll‘l'!. WaAS
|_|.|||'i||.'l‘| GOV Il |'|.'.||-q_' a T L-'H.II“IE
support lor a heavy rowier
recommend using a medium 10 heavy-
duary ponater wich the DICA00 5o 1 used the
Mlakita 36l 2 —a | BEW Disasd |.'q.:'|_.!|||l1:.";
iman bk,

Thae i@ wwas. '\.|-||||| ed with an 11, 1mim

Tremad

[ el | :._'|||'_|..|||_'-!||||l|.'.|I'.:._ collar of the
Trend myount varkety, which didn® Fig the
Makita. The Trendd Unibase is an opticnal
EXIFa o gcl vou around ihis il
pet forated shoe 1o fit Teend accessories
ot the hase of most other rooters, bl il
ix a bit awkward, If [ were using 1he
DEA00 much [ would abtain the right

collar io B the rouier

Wiosrking

start v making lapped dovetail joins

through the instreclions yoal

and then move on Lo through dovetails
As with any jointing technique you
have 1o prepane good, straight, square
ends on the timber. To avoid splintering
vou have 1o passh the router very sbovly
i|'||.|||:.'_i| the wood because a dovetail
cwtter has iowork at full depih.
Despite my <are the first joint 1
atrcepied was a spectacular failure! Adter

THE ROUTER / TREND SUPPLEMENT




= rpsliiaihe Sa b DA . el poss b Do s prrbly e o varied pds

ket o ihe v vy el o Bt 1 o e p et
: ; i Py H gt a4 Diarbiong o bitpvng oo yom snlll probule'y wmee wird e ol
e B T L L

. e T cusk BrirbCio Dot sads el whad i) oo prosl egrlasn B
o - o el e ety o] o v, Tt b Cliges. oo o e mrind

- e T L

impEwrsh e eedeal D, o FSShe W gieng 3 med e o

ki el and o raal Bl g The s b well ] i op

- Pt batwng vatre H ool G DR e Rkl oF Pl gasldyp By
il woukd defesdply br o Berfln place®

: M prins matT Pk bl 1Sy &%d BF prrpeed oo e £
: o - o DCAIN] roafls bl diverland frsior 1 b bl pLIrkm: 1 Busid g
-
I =1
] 1] i

i CHT WSS el B : SPECIFICATIONS
UL RPN, S s st In  DOVETAIL JIG
i o 3 00w IR ] e
tn nldlesd ¥ ey Yoy R . W ol e .

aiar i b bad x B h [P 1K
) ths ||..-. il ] e Uil s s 1, B 5l iy g At
[ i starsdurd . Laggwsi parle fegres. ik

e A S o o o e
[ WATH ik oy A e

i |' ::'.-.. i e | ST i i Dt il cuSwr al
ii fad i s I aall WY @ OO Hraapied palien . xi
- Lmrchs yrifary 11 Tmary ootk xl
fharie i i . b iy Lo 1 s e A
' - i rad ¥ peler s Frow
sk ol 1T g 4 z WA G e T &




