EEf S 'I'_'l;_*:;iE[IJ”}-' Rl gereral
makes o vaneties of jig, N've
ahways Deen el vath the feeling
that the fimshed job immadately betays
the Lise of machine-cul dovetals, as there's
a commaon unifarmity of size and spacing.

The new DCA0 jig fram Trend promises o

avercome (hise shortcomings; thoy
acluatly call it a dovetad machining centra
such is their behef that it really does offer
that much more

The key thfferonce with this jig 1s that it
alipws you to oot variable-spaced, lapped
ar through dovelads and requires no
adjustment 1o got the malching halves to
jain properdy. In other worls, you can get
the ook of handl-cut jointz, but with a
simplicity thot's hard to convey, All this s
brioughl abot by means of clever clipin
quidde tingers that can be changed mstantly

The jig is supphed m standard form
with all the necessary cutters and guide
.-'||'gji;!r:-': to produce guite & range af

Thix mng click inta the rear guidé rasl, nngm}ing
in special serratiens at 2. 5mm Lpacings.

joints, and the first thing you'll notice s
just how rohuest it all is. The jig body 15
much heavier than it looks and gives the
lealing that 1t's sturdy enough lor trade

use,

Guide pins
There are three types of guide pin in a
variely ot angles to produce the range ol
joints possible with this sot up. All the
pins click into the rear guide rail,
angaging in special serrations at 2.5mm
spacings. This means that you can
relocate or resiore the pesition of a
guide wilh absolile sccuracy

Clamping of the workpiece is also Far
hetter than any other jig | ve used, &
'_-:|||t_5||E, large handwhosl controls E:-'r'||£1|||:=|
clamping bairs so you only necd one
hand to operate it. This means you're
then free 10 position the work with the
ather hand — a great improvement on
ather "three-handed’ jigs!

A single handwheesl controls parallel clamping
bars so you enly need one hand 1o operate il

Trend
DC400
tdovetail
centre

Simple setup
To make a simple drawer with both
through and lapped dovetails you necd
three different types of guide hingers and
two cutters, one angled and ane straight

With ane of the waorkpieces in place in
the g, all you de s space out the fingers
to whalever you fancy — i1's as simple
as that, and they don'l éven have 1o be
requlary spaced. Howaver, you do need
ta mark the positon of the fingears on the
guide radl, as different ones have ta be
intarchanged later and thay must go in
the same place

In commaon with all the jigs. this one is
guided by & guide bush that mounts in
the base af the router, and a fine height
.;‘|d|L|‘.'1‘[r.‘|' 1= alzo essential, However, the
twio supporl rails on this jig means that
there's much better suppart for the
rouler base. 5o you don | have {0 worry
about it tippoag off the frant ke you do
with & standard comb arrangement

This is what you need to make & simple drower
with both thraugh and lappad dovetails.

Tho pasition of the fingers on the guide
ral nend 1o he marked,

As with all devetailing jigs, the ciutter i directed

by a guide bush mounted into the rouler basa.

The vwo suppoart ratls on this jig mesns that
there's much better support for the router base.
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There's nathing 1o Stop you culting round the
fingers as well as helween them...

If you slide the window aut you get covered in a
blast of dust off the cutter, so you need 1o buy
the optional dust collection kit,

Minor problems

In use therz's a shight difficully n that
theres nothing 16 £lop you culling round
the fingers as well a5 between them as
you e meant 1o, | made soveral
oxcursions into parts | shouldn't hawve
untit | got the hang of b, bot f this is 2
real problar you cian buy spacer materizl
that can ke cut te (it between the fingers
on wide spacqd dovetails

Thz other slight problem is vtk
wigibnlily, A mowenble clear plastic
window below the gurde bar s supposed
o allow you te see whal's happening,
bl practice 1his scon lills upowith dust
andt hlocks your wiow, If wou slide the
weindowe out you get covered in The hlast
of dust off the culler, So s realily you
need to huy the aplional dust collection
kiy which effiziently removes almost all of
the mess.

There are a lol ol nice touches thal
you Can buald o thes jig. like getting
the right amount of overhang whan
you're cutting theough pins an lapped
dovatails. You can try and st the
avarhang by eye against ane of the
warkpicces. This is o bit haphazard, bul

Yoaur poed up owith oo wery realistie Jomt that sould
pass for Band-mgade of i wasnt so perfect!
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... bt you can buy spacers that can be cut 1o fit
bevween fingers an widely spaced dovetails,

o

With adjustable stops you get TEFEEtEhi"t}'
awiry T

replace ong of the end tail pin stops
with an adjustaile one and vou get
repealabilily évery time.

Confusing handbook

Onz thing that | was very disappointed
with wasz the handboox, Until you gras;
the principle of this fig the book 15 very
confusing and sparse an detail. For
instancea, | coukln work out how to cut
ona hall of the thraugh dovetail until |
evertually fathamed thal you need 1o
work either side of the clamping bar, |
couldn't find any reference Lo such a
fundamenzal poinl anywhess in the
ranual it isn'l good encugh lora
maching ol this aualiy,

Onee you've sussed il though, through
doveiails are o brecre, and you end up
with a wvery good joml 1hal weould pass for
handmade if i wasn1 so perfect!

Accessories

To get the most oul of this [ig vou do
really need to add o fow extras. many of
which are availlable in a gingle accessory
kit, as weall as ndmchsally, Whalst this kit
containg the extraction bits and a good

Te get the mast out al {his jin, a range of
ACCESSOries are availolle

—

tre,_

In wse, the elear plastic window soon lills up
wilth dust and blacks your wigw

h .
Cutting through dovetoils s o broose.

varizty of pin quides amangst cthe
thingz, the price tag seems sieen,
slthough bearing in iraned that this
inGludes a soven-piece cutter =ct that
alone retails for about €100, # doesnt
seem guile so bad

Tiested by
Alan Holtham

VERDICT

I've only scratched the surface of
what you can do with this jig; you
can even cut box joints on it, and
it's all very simple. | suspect that
it'll take me several more weeks of
playing ahout to realise its full
potential. However all this comes
at a price. Over £300 at list price
will probably limit its appeal to the
more dedicated home woodwaorker,
but it would be a sound buy for a
commercial woodworker. The hand
book though is very poor at this
level of cost, and Trend could do
better or perhaps give the
instructional video with it.

Prices (inc, VAT): DC400, £352:
Accessary kit, £222.

R e T Nt
is i .

Comac cnd el DB

L THENLC o

B1923 224657, Fax: 01923 236879 or
RATING * * % &

63



