Fitting kitchen worktops can
be a daunting business,
Apart from being heavy and
difficult 1o manocuvee they
are also Irit:.l:j.r to jaint. The
joints must be good because
a warktep Is subject to
considerable abuse from hot
cooking pots, spilt liguids
anel Hﬂl'.ll!'-!l'ﬁl kitchen use, As
the majorily of worktops
have i chiphoard core, a
poor joint will let in din and
muoisture and cventually the
wr,'rr‘kmrh will neerd r{!jﬂac[ng,
Because modern worktops
have a post-formed front
edge a simple bull joint
cannol he gsed as the
moulding needs to be
matched, The salution is 1o
cul the jomt using a router
and a jig. These jigs are
availalble in a varicty of sizes
and styles, Some will just cul
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simple comer joints whereas
others can lackle all kinds of
variations and alsa perform
other functions.

The Trend Comlbi 1002 is
an extremely versatile lool
which will cope with the
majorily of worklop jointing
or shaping johs, I s a large
nine function jig made from
Tamm thick laminate, It will
joint worktops irom 450 Lo
TOA0mem i width, and can
also be used for edge
shaping and complex
jointing. Slots are provided
tor machining workiop
conneetor balt recesses and
also a selection of cahle lidy
inserts for office installalions.

Router

Kilchen worktop jigs all
work on the same principle.
A rouler couipped with a
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cuice ush Fits into a slot
which guides it along the
work surface. You do need a
posverful router with a 1/2in
collet and a 12.7mm straight
culler with at least a 50mm
culting length, The router
must be fitted with a puide
Bush with o 30mm outside
cliameter. Suilable cutters
and guide bushes are
available rrom the Trend
range, as s the Unibase,
which allows Trend guide
bushes o be used on a wicde
variety of machines,

Using the Jig

AL first sight the Combi 1002
looks complicated. b this is
only because it can cover 30
many lunclions. It is actually
simple to set up for each jols,
thaugh vou will need to reier
tor the instruction manual
resularly, It s supplied with
three alloy location bushes
which are inserted into
various colour coded holes
depending on which

A Yin culter and 30mor guide bersh are
wsed for warktop cultling with th

runction YOLL A leir]_!_",
There is also a lenath stop
to locate the jig on the back
of the work surface, and ths
is adjustalile 1o
accommaodate non-standared
worktop widths, Before uze i
must he securely clamped w
the workiop, but make sure
that the clamps do not foul
the router’s path, We used
the jig 10 make several joints
and also to raclius some
corners. The results were Tt
class ane there were no
difficulties with either the
setup or the machining. As
with all routing operations, it
is wise 1o make thoe culs in
sevieral shalloww passes rather
than one deep one,
parlicelarly when dealing
with thick worktops, The
bolt recesses wore also
straightforward o cut, and
bath halves lined up
perfectly. Because the jig is
sa thick it does feel very
socure in use, and should
stand ug to a lot of hard use,
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A W r]'.l'kfr.'lp ,l-u.l-r:l;n__l,! balf recess, vl 20mm Ll'i':'p w0 Hhar the bolis are in fhe
condre of the workfop for mavimem sfrenghh

Here is a list ol all the
fanclions i can periorm:
male cul, female cut,
connecior ball recess,
curved peninsular, 43 degree
end cut, cormer radius, 22.5
degres mitre joint, recesses
for three lypes of cable tidy
and finally recess for 35mm
circular hinge. 5o that
should satisty the maost
ambitious kitchen titter. R

VERDICT

This is an impressive jig
that covers |ust about
every joint that you will
need, It is robustly
made, well finished
and straightforward to
use. If you fit a lot of
worktops, this is the jig
you need.

A video manual is also
available so you can see
the jig in action.
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The vellaw coded holes are vsed to
aliger the Jig with the foint edye

A cable tidyv cut oul using the jig

" MORE INFORMATION

List prices

Combi 1002 Worktop Jig
F249.00 + VAT

Video manual TV/3
£2.95 + VAT

Contact

Trend OBOOD 487363
wwwLtrendmachmeny.co.uk



