Trend Beadlock joinery system

oriice and lenogn jomts are greal
if vou have lhe big and
expensive machinery to

produce them guickly and accurately, but
in the Beadlock system Trend have
introduced a joint making techmegue thal
is probably as good as the conventionsl
MET, but at a fraction of the cost. All you
nerecd Lo buy i the jig and then uge an
electric drill and a twist bit.

How it works

The basic jig consists of a mounting plate
and the drill block with a series of
predrlled /2" guide holes. You line up the
window in the jig with the centreline of
the joint and clamp it in place in the vice.
Then with the block slid across to
pasition 'A' you drill the throe haleg and
then slide it across to position 'B' and
drill two more overlapping ones. A shield

an the jig prevents you drilling mare than are provided to space it further away
lwa holes in posittion B. To get the depth lrom the mounting plate. You can make
constant, use a pigce of tape on the drill your owin shims from ply or MDF for

hit as a depth stop. special sizes or applications. For smaller

joints you can even oul the %/:" tenan
down to fewer beads if the components
AFE NATTOWET.

Heaveer constructions wall nead a
stronger joint and for this the /" block is
replaced by one that lakes a /2" drll bit, .
but i this case you only dill thres Wse two joints for wide jebs which can
averapping holes. Matching beaded tenon be ofiset for non central fixing,
materizl is then used to complete the joint .

The Beadlock tenon material is available
ready cut, but if you anlicipate using a lot
SR AR i) hiiee 3 there are special router cutters available
The finished Beadiock mortice and tenon material, for miaking your own Both sires arc
catered for with a separate cutter for each,

The rasulting mortice is a seres of five

overlapping holes. All you have to do In use )

now is repeat the process on the other | was very impressed with the ease of Tl

half of the juint The tencn is provided in use and accuracy of this jig. It's simple to | &

the form of a length of beaded material set up and doesn't require the precise » T

that matches the martice profle. You just accuracy of, for instance. a dowelling jig. Rl "

cul of a length to fit into the jont vou've The resulting joint is probably as streng P mis - S, SIS

just cut. as a conventional tenon, and in fact you Riowter euttens are-aysiloble for raking your
could argue that the increased gluing G Bedred cLEB SN0,

Wide & heavy area of the Huted tenon actually makes il

Wide joints will require several mortices stronger:

but the process is so yuick 1o do that Wiy only reservation is with the size of “Eﬂnlc'l'

this 15 no problem. If the joinl needs to the locking knobs, IF you're trying Lo dll

b offset inany way, a series of ghims the overlapping holes into hard end grain, Caonsidering the cost of this jig and

- : . the drill hit tries to return to the first hale its ease of use it must surely be a
Drilling the first 50t of holes using tape YO drilled. and unlags the Iocking knobs ek foE A Ona. rapvad With

are: really tight the block slides in the jig.
Bigger, mare ergonomic knobs would
eliminate this problem.

A few more different sized shims te
help centre the jig on different thickness
matarials would be handy. 1 know you
can make your own but ready-made cnes
ara usually better,

basic joinery work. It makes right
angle jointing a cinch, but would be
even better with larger locking
knobs and with some extra sizes of
ready-made shim.

Prices: £24.95 (4"), 34.95 (" & L")
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